     Hebrews 10:25 describes the need for “fellowship” in terms of encouragement, and tells us not to forsake it. We see it modeled in the twelve disciples – and in Acts 5:42 – “in the temple and from house to house”. From the basics of Acts 2:42 – We meet in homes weekly to share a meal, worship, get into the Scriptures together and minister in God’s power to the needs that are present. In addition we all gather together on the last Saturday of the month in a more public setting for testimonies and celebration..
Weekly in Homes:  
The Main Idea:  The purpose of meeting together where we live is to bring Jesus to our table - our inner life; together. What follows is our typical evening rhythm, and a word about why we do it this way.
5:00
ARRIVE WITH FOOD.  All contribute to the meal as they are able, owning the event and meeting needs.

5:15
SHARING THE MEAL (May or may not pray, depending on guests and leading of the host).  
Communion - We may have communion to begin or end the meal, following Jesus’ model at the last supper. Someone may quote from the various Bible passages on the meaning of the Bread and Cup, as the person assigned is led. We do explain that this act is a gesture of personal faith in Jesus Christ, and a person should know that they have received Jesus as Lord and Savior – We may invite anyone who feels the need to settle this question to do so then and there.
6:00
INFORMAL WORSHIP. 
This is a time of singing with instruments or without, depending on the talents and gifting in the group. Some use DVDs for worship time.
Testimonies. There is an opportunity during worship for sharing stories and words of gratitude for what God has done in our lives. Those who are Missional Core would lead out in this if others are hesitant.
6:30
VISION TALK & THINGS TO KNOW. 
Commissioned Leader shares a word about the Journey, as appropriate based on who is present, Mention the call to be and make disciples and how that looks in the Journey. 
The Rhythm of Giving.
Included here is an update from the resource person in the group on what is available, and how giving works in the Journey - Three baskets are explained and fund balances given. 
Giving is guided by 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  This is our “model” - not with percentages, but by the leading of God in our hearts. We recognize that where our treasure is, our hearts are also there.

        1. Giving in the House Church – [basket #1]

As needs are shared each week after the worship time in the house churches, an envelope is designated for each person in need. People put gifts into each envelope as they feel led by God. If people give by check, they make it out to the person in need, or as otherwise designated. 

At the end of the evening, the envelopes are given to the appropriate people. These offerings are “gifts” to the ones receiving them, and are not a part of giving to “The Journey” as a non-profit. 

        2. Giving to The Journey ecmn - [basket #2]
“The Journey” is a name for our network of house churches, which are united by a common mission and leadership culture. The Journey in East Central MN is also a non-profit ministry whose resources are managed by The Journey’s “RMT” (Resource Management Team), which is part of the core leadership along with Commissioned Leaders. 

Distribution of all resources that come to The Journey is overseen by the RMT with three priorities in mind:

· The development of Biblical leadership for the house churches so that we can expand the local Network;
· Facility rental and expenses for Gatherings;

· Community projects.

Checks issued to this fund are made out to “The Journey”
        3. Giving to Mission-link - [basket #3]
“Mission-link” is a non-profit ministry whose purpose is to “Change the way the Church is led”. Bob & Becky Roby are supported as missionaries through this ministry based on their part-time investment of time as they develop the leadership culture and vision of both The Journey and other missional church networks. 

Designated offerings by those who are led to support Mission-link enable Bob Roby to work at his regular business on a part time basis while building missional communities through networking and “Summit” trainings. Checks for this fund are issued to “Mission-link.”
6:45    SCRIPTURE STUDY. We first pray for the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to the meaning of the passage (see Rhythm 4) Then break out in groups of about three each for 15 minutes or so to study the Scripture section for the week. Tools are also available to study the text and context of the passage. Each person contributes, then a spokes person is chosen to share with the whole group.

7:15
GROUP SHARING. Each group’s representative shares what they found; After open discussion and Q&A on findings, all reflect on how they need to walk out what they have seen. This may be very personal.
7:30
MINISTRY TIME. We next break up into groups again, some divide men and women, others do not. In these groups people share what they need - and ask God to meet these needs. The rest in the group agree in prayer, and may be led to minister through healing, or stand to with the person in spiritual warfare. 
Spiritual Gifts.  We recognize the need for all the gifts the Holy Spirit wants to give us for ministry. We receive them all, but also test them – based on 1John 4:1-3 and what is outlined in “Rhythm 4”. This means we look for application that is consistent with Biblical instruction for healing, deliverance, and salvation.
8:00
End Time. We have an end time so that those who need to leave will not feel they have to cut out before the end of the meeting. Some may stay longer if the host can accommodate, but we don’t assume.

This not a formula, but a rhythm we have found to be effective.
MONTHLY GATHERINGS– 


In place of our House Church meetings, on the last Saturday of each month, all the house churches gather for a combined event that includes the same elements as our house church meetings, but with expanded worship, drama, and a teaching by one of the Commissioned Leaders or Missional Core. 
BAPTISMS - 
We use some of these larger gatherings for people to make public statements of their faith through water baptism – an outward symbol of our spiritual baptism into the Body of Christ.  We recognize the immersion of every believer into the Body of Christ at the time they are born again as being accomplished by spiritual baptism, and we celebrate this with water baptism as individuals request it, and plan it through a Commissioned Leader.
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Rhythm 3:
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Grace-full
   Fellowship

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”       
                                     Hebrews 10:23-25

Connecting Weekly in Homes &   Monthly at Gatherings
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