Like Peter, who wanted to build Moses, Elijah and Jesus three dwellings so he could sit and enjoy their company a while longer (Luke 9:33), we recognize that it is a part of our human weakness to want to package God for our own comfort and convenience.  It seems every movement of God among us has ended up being institutionalized, and as soon as that happened it stopped moving - because its “culture” became isolated from the communities it needed to reach.

We are being intentional about staying “missional” - In our understanding that means we remain standing in the tension between the community of faith and the not-yet-reached community around us. We are doing this mainly through three strategies:

1. PUBLIC WORSHIP

Our Gatherings happen once per month in an open public forum, preferably outdoors, and include worship and public testimony of the ways God has shown up among us. Baptisms are also a part of this Rhythm, and are a powerful testimony of one’s faith in Jesus Christ. This way of following Jesus goes back to His own example, and that of His first disciples in the book of Acts. (Matthew 5:1,2, Acts 3:11)
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One advantage of not meeting in a privately owned building is that we continue to engage with those outside our fellowship to arrange for our meeting spaces. By meeting in public places, we have also seen God connect us with people who would not have gone to a private meeting, and ultimately transform their lives through this relationship.
2.  “OPEN HOUSE MONTH”
Another way we stay engaged with community is to host “open houses” for a month at a time, creating “space” in our meetings for people to check out what we are doing. During the open houses we share our usual house church rhythms (see Third Rhythm) in a way that first-time people won’t feel like they are walking into “someone else’s party”. The use of yard signs for this and our other meetings let’s others know that The Journey is an open community.
3. SERVING
A third way we engage with the community is to look for real needs around us that we can provide for. Some ways we have done this are:

· asking people to bring food and clothing to our Gathering for distributing though local channels; 
· providing laundry vouchers for people in need;

· helping people move;

· volunteering to teach and minister at the Fish House, and at other local organizations
We are in the process of thinking up more creative ways to expand our engagement after the example of Jesus who is known for combining lunches with public teaching sessions.
 
In our culture, the risk of meeting primarily in homes is always that we end up isolating from the community around us in “holy huddles”. When this happens, we force anyone who would become a part of our faith community to be “extracted” from their current culture, and to lose their connection and relevance to the community that surrounds us. We strongly believe that “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world,” so there is never any reason to go into “protection mode”. The flow of influence goes from us, to those around us, not the other way around.

“We cannot disengage from our community and at the same time bring a living Savior into the context of our world.” 

The reality of the need around us is often met with denial and unawareness in the Church. This is pictured by this illustration that appeared in Last Days Newsletter many years ago. It still speaks to the dilemma we face today.
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        “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,…”





Matthew 28:19
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   Community               

            Engagement
"Now no one after lighting a lamp covers it over with a container, or puts it under a bed; but he puts it on a lamp-stand, so that those who come in may see the light.”  Luke 8:16

Integrating into the Community around us, and avoiding a “protectionist” counterculture
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